
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



RECENT THEOLOGICAL LITERA TURE 1 4 I 

The Claims of the Old Testament. Lectures delivered in 
connection with the sesquicentennial celebration of Prince- 
ton University. By Stanley Leathes, D.D., Professor of 
Old Testament Exegesis in King's College, London. New 
York: Chas. Scribner's Sons, 1897. Pp- 73- Cloth, $1. 

The purpose of these lectures, as announced by their author, is "to 
investigate the reasons for which we accept the Old Testament as the 
record of a revelation possessed of divine authority, and inquire how 
far they are affected by recent theories and speculations concerning 
it" (p. 1). This is a question which the intelligent layman is compe- 
tent to discuss, for, as Kuenen says : " The critic has no other Bible than 
the public, nor does he profess to find anything in his Bible that the 
ordinary reader cannot see" (p. 2). 

The presence of the supernatural in the Old Testament does not 
invalidate its claims, because it professes to be the record of a covenant 
made by God with men, and the formation of such a covenant inevi- 
tably involves the supernatural. The ultimate question is, therefore, 
one as to the veracity of the records. In favor of the truthfulness of 
the records is to be urged their antiquity, their directness and simplic- 
ity, the absence of any external evidence against them, and also the rela- 
tion existing between the Old and New Testaments, for the records of 
these two covenants are mutually interdependent. Professor Leathes 
pays his respects also to the opinion that the moral and spiritual lessons 
of the Old Testament are unaffected by the critical conclusions concern- 
ing the documents, and argues that the moral value of records which 
are either mythical or fraudulent cannot be very high, while the moral 
teaching which has been deduced from these narratives is left absolutely 
without foundation. This may be illustrated by Deuteronomy, for 
*'no one could maintain that the ethical value of Deuteronomy would 
be the same whether it were fiction or the narration of a fact " (p. 45). 

The authenticity of the records is also supported by the impossibil- 
ity of accounting for the origin of the narratives, if they are only the 
productions of a later age. The historical books and the Psalms find 
their simplest and most natural interpretation in the setting which is 
given to them in the Old Testament itself, while the explanation of the 
prophetical books is just as simple on the traditional as on the modern 
critical theory, for no dissection and distribution of these books can 
•eliminate " that feature of anticipation and foreknowledge which char- 
acterizes the Old Testament as a whole" (p. 64). 

The author has made a strong argument in favor of the traditional 
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view of the Bible, and the fact that this argument has been made by 
so competent a scholar as Professor Leathes should serve to check the 
zeal of those enthusiasts who would compel the adoption of the recent 
critical theories by the sheer weight of the authority of modern schol- 
arship. 



Walter R. Betteridge. 



Rochester Theological Seminary. 



Beitrage zur Israelitischen und jUdischen Religionsge- 
schichte. Von Lie. Dr. Ernst Sellin, Privatdozent der 
Theologie in Erlangen. Heft II : Israels Giiter und Ideale. 
Erste Halfte. Leipzig: A. Deichert'sche Verlagsbuch- 
handlung Nachf. (Georg Bohme) , 1897. Pp. viii-f-314. 
M. 6. 

The first part of the Beitrage discussed "Jahwes Verhaltnis zum 
israelitischen Volk und Individuum nach altisraelitischer Vorstellung." 
The present volume properly assumes the conclusions reached in the 
earlier one, viz., in brief, that Israel's belief, existing from the time of 
Moses, that Jahwe had chosen them as his own from among other 
peoples, and the development of this belief in the course of their his- 
tory, are to be accounted for by nothing less than an actual revelation 
of himself to Moses, and a real educating process conducted by him 
through command and providence. The purpose of the present 
volume, and its successor, promised after a year's interval, is to discuss 
the relation in which the Israelite stood to Jahwe in daily life ; his 
thoughts about goods and gifts expected from him and about the forms 
of life which most fully accord with his will, and in which there was 
the nearest approach to him. In what goods and gifts was his favor to 
be seen, and what occurrences of life revealed his wrath? What did 
the Israelite think of the natural goods of life, what others did he 
recognize, and did he acknowledge God as the highest good? If so, 
how did this consciousness develop? 

Israel's history is, for the present purpose, divided into four periods. 
The first closes with David's reign, the second Sellin entitles the pro- 
phetic reaction against the secularization of the people, from Solomon to 
the Babylonian exile. The third and fourth periods, Israel under the 
influence of the prophetic reaction from the reform of Hezekiah and 
Josiah to the Maccabean times, and post-canonical Judaism, remain to 
form another volume. 

Sellin's critical prepossessions are seen from the results of his 



